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BRITAIN AND THE NEW WORLD ORDER 
British Diplomat’s Address at Methodist Church 


The Havana Post (February 22nd, 1944) 
contained a striking address by the British 


Minister to Cuba, entitled “Britain and the | 


New World Order.” It was delivered in the 
‘American Methodist Church, Havana, and 
consisted of a commentary on the Joint State- 
ment on World Peace issued by American 
Church leaders of all faiths. We quote the 
article, with the introduction from the 
Havana Post. 

The British people are firm believers in the 
seven principles enunciated in the Joint 
Statement on World Peace issued on October 
7th, 1943, by the leaders of all American re- 
ligious denominations, Sir George Oglivie- 
Forbes, His Britannic Majesty’s Minister to 
Cuba,. declared on Sunday in an address to 
the American Methodist Church on the sub- 
ject of “Britain and the New World Order.” . 

- The Minister’s address follows: 

_ *T am going to take as my text the impor- 
‘tant Joint Statement on World Peace pub- 
lished in the United States of America on 
October 7th last by the leaders of all Ameri- 
can religious denominations, the Free 
Churches, the Presbyterians, the Episco- 
palians, Roman Catholics and Jewry. That 
the heads of no less than 20 Protestant de- 
lominations, 23 Roman Catholic Bishops, 
two representatives of the Eastern Orthodox 
; hurch, nine Jewish organizations were sig- 


natories is a fact which justifies the assump- 
n that this Statement is the authoritative 
nion of those millions of Americans who 
‘not merely interested in religion but who 
sonscientiously hold that the post-war settle- 
nent must, if it is to succeed at all and not in- 
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volve us in another bloody holocaust, be 
founded on the basis of Christ’s teaching. 
This document also affords specific approval 
to a parallel statement made in the Joint 
Letter published in the London Times of De- 
cember 21st, 1940, by the leaders of all the 
Christian denominations in Great Britain, 
subsequently endorsed by the Chief Rabbi. 


“Your American document expresses seven 
main principles. I am going to tell you very 
briefly that Christian men and women in 
Great Britain are thinking exactly on the 
same lines, and are determined to use all their 
influence to move our country to play its part 
in the post-war world on, those principles. 


The Moral Law 


“The first point is that the moral law must 
govern world order. We British hold with 
you that the organization of a just peace 
depends on the practical recognition of the 
fact that not only individuals but nations and 
international society generally are subject to 
the Sovereignty of God and of God’s moral 
law, and unless we have God on our side, 
unless we have God’s blessing on our efforts, 
for which it is our constant duty to pray here 
and now, this terrible world war will have 
been fought and won in vain. Do you not in 
your services constantly repeat the words of 
the Psalmist: ‘Unless the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it. 
Unless the Lord keep the city, he watcheth 
in vain that keepeth it’? Those inspired 
words are a constant reminder to us of the © 
nature of the post-war settlement which the 
United States and Britain must build. 


1 


Individual Rights # 
“The second point is that the Sone of the 7 


individual must be assured. We are all taught 
that the human person is the image of God. 
We are all God’s creatures, all equal in His 


sight. God does not recognise man-made pri- ~ 


vileges, created for purely worldly purpose. 
There is no such thing as a master race in the 
Divine dispensation. Mankind is organised 
in States. One of the reasons why Great Bri- 
tain went to war was to prevent certain 
States, which after all are nothing but associ- 
ations of men, from violating in the form of 
racial, religious and other oppression the fun- 
damental rights of man, gifted to us by AIl- 
mighty God. The British Commonwealth 
having given the lead in 1939 and taken the 
awtiul decision involving so much blood, sweat 
and tears, will certainly not reject that ob- 
jective. 


Backward Peoples 


“The American declaration with practical 
directness goes on to say the rights of 
oppressed, weak, or Colonial peoples must be 
protected, that the progress of undeveloped 
or oppressed peoples towards political respon- 
sibility must be the object of international 
concern. What an opportunity this may be 
to have a dig at what has been called British 
Imperialism! What an opportunity for critics 
who think us canting_and hypocritical when 
- they hear the statement that British rule over 
our Colonial Empire is ‘for the benefit of the 
natives.’ No sane man will ever contend that 
the British Colonial Empire was originally 
founded for the benefit of the natives. But 
hypocrisy and stupid ex parte statements 
are by no means a defect peculiar to the 
Anglo-Saxon race resident in the United 
Kingdom. Anglo-Saxons both in Britain and 
America must admit to the same failing, and 
if he examines his conscience no reasonable 
American will contend that the original set- 
tlement and development of the English 
Colonies in North America was entirely for 
the benefit of the native Red Indian. This 


impeachment is indeed partially true of all - 


concerned in the past age of colonial expan- 
sion, in those times described by the catch- 
word that “Trade follows the Flag.’ Side by 
side with this purely materialistic and selfish 
aspect there developed a growing feeling in 
both nations that selfish exploitation should 
not be the dominating factor, and that our 
expansion and influence, in order to justify 
themselves to the world, must be based on 
Christian principles. Witness therefore the 

heroic labours of the missionaries, American 


and. British all 6 over the wo rid 


who, 
men of trade, have followed a flag increas- 3 
ingly honoured and respected for the prin-- 
ciples of Christianity, democracy and legiti- 
mate freedom and moral betterment of. 
mankind. 


Minority Rights 


“As a corollary to the third point comes 
the fourth point—that of the rights of minor- 
ities. I need only refer to the policy which 
the British nation has adopted and will con- 
tinue to pursue in the face of much opposition 
and at a grievous cost of efficiency in the — 
present war and in the face of hostile criti- 
cism and misunderstanding, for example the — 
autonomy of the minority in Ulster and the © 
baffling problem of India, where Britain is | 
seeking a-settlement which will give a fair © 
deal to the racial, religious and social minor- — 
ities in that vast conglomeration of 388 mil- — 
lion people. 


International Justice 


“International institutions to maintain 
peace with justice must be organised. Thatis - 
and has been a fundamental point in British 
policy. No one can deny the constant British | 
support right to the bitter end of the dying 
League of Nations and of our refusal until © 
the eleventh hour to recognise that the instru- 
ments of peace with which the League of 
Nations was endowed would fail to prevent . 
war. We are not yet in a position to count 
the cost of our most praiseworthy but tragic 
blind faith in the policy of settling interna- 
tional disputes by peaceful methods. The 
United States and ourselves were the last 
nations to re-arm, with the result that the 
gangster nations secured a start and an ini- 


-tial advantage which has well-nigh over- 


whelmed us. When the horrid business of war - 
is over and victory is attained, Great Britain 
and the British Commonwealth will not only 


_ play their part in the formation of interna- 


tional institutions to maintain peace with jus- 
tice, but also, together with the United States 
and the other great world powers, take effec- 
tive steps to ensure that those international 
organisations will do their job effectively. 


Economic Co-operation 


“Then comes the sixth point. International 
economic co-operation must be developed. It 
is easy to criticise after the event. It is now~ 
fully realised by leading British statesmen 
that in the last peace settlement we neglected 
the economic and social problems in favour 
of the political problems. We over-emphasised © 


Sai great and small. We did not realise 
that evil social and economic conditions were 
bound to create political difficulties and fric- 
tions. In other words, we unconsciously 
sowed the seeds of war by worrying too much 
about the lands that man should have, and 
neglected the means by which he should exist 
in order to live on those lands. Peace does 
not entirely depend on frontiers. It is equally 
affected by considerations of unemployment 
and poverty. Great Britain will actively sup- 
port the United States in solving the economic 
problems of the post-war world. A good 
beginning has been made at the Food Confer- 
ence in Hot Springs. Man must eat. You can 
never have peace with starvation. In the 
Lord’s Prayer we pray, ‘Give us this day 
our daily bread.’ British co-operation in the 
Hot Springs Conference is the first step we all 
have taken to try to give to all peoples their 
daily bread, and in this our effert God will 
help those who help themselves. 


Just Social Orders 


“The seventh and final point is that a just 
social order within each state must be 
achieved. Great Britain will use all her in- 
uence to provide for the security of the 
family, which is the unit of Christian society, 
for the collaboration of all classes for the 
-ommon good—if indeed there must be class 
listinctions —for the establishment of a 
standard of living adequate for self-develop- 
nent and family life, for decent conditions of 
ife and participation by labour in decisions 
ffecting its welfare. Steps to these ends have 
ulready been taken in Britain, where, al- 
shough we have been pioneers of social serv- 
ces, we must put our own house thoroughly 
n order if we wish to give a lead to the rest 


yf the world. You have heard of the Beveridge . 


Report, which makes provision for social se- 
curity in all its aspects, and is intended to 
rovide for the Freedom from Want. It is at 
resent a matter for internal discussion and 
1dministration. But it has aroused consider- 
able interest amongst other nations, who will 
assuredly follow our example in some form 
yr other if they see that we can make it work 
with success. Then, again, England is all 
wog with discussions over the Education 
Bill, one of the principal objects of which is 
hat religion shall have a definite and assured 
jlace in our schools. The scope and interpre- 


ation of this ‘law are matters still under dis- . 


ussion, but the significant feature is that all 
01 poened realise that some better oem of 


‘ig: l na * a Cinictian or religious teaching is essential if 
y easential. coondmiic Pere hee, of all : 


the coming generation is to build up and 
maintain the New Order for which we are all 
yearning. 


Co-operation for Peace as for War 


“The Joint Statement on World Peace is 
the corner-stone of the building of the New 
Order for which millions of people in the 
British Commonwealth are prepared to work 
each according to his own lights. The present 
situation is necessarily somewhat vague and 
one is largely restricted to considering gen- 
eral principles. So far as the great task of 
Post-War World Reconstruction is concerned, 
we have not yet got out of the wood, and in- 
deed we may have other woods to enter be- 
fore we finally emerge into the sunlight. Even 
at this early stage some concrete action has 
been taken by the British Commonwealth in 
co- operation with the United States. As we 
have united in war, so we shall unite in peace. 
Further practical steps are in preparation. 
Nevertheless, I view the present situation as 
I might have in my Victorian childhood 
through a favourite toy I possessed which 
was then considered to be rather a marvel. It 
was a_ kaleidoscope, a_ telescope-shaped 
cylinder which you look through and see a 
jumble of coloured fragments of glass. You 
turn it round gradually until those fragments 
assume some beautiful pattern. So it is with 
the world today. We see a jumble of frag- 
ments representing man’s plans and disposi- 
tions for that bright new world, but we still 
have to do a great deal of turning and adjust- 


ment to get the pattern we want. We should > 


not forget that ‘man proposes but God dis- 
poses,’ and that the New Order for which we 
are all longing after the ruin and suffering of 
this war, must, unless we are to suffer an- 


other shipwreck, be founded on that im- 


movable and unshakeable rock, the moral law 
which God has engraved with indelible char- 
acters on the hearts of men, and whose ob- 
servance must be inculcated and fostered by 
the public opinion of all nations. It is for the 
United States and the British Commonwealth 


jointly to furnish the leadership. Both our — 
nations have already begun the task of achiev- __ 
ing our common purpose, the abolition of ig- 
norance, poverty, and ill-health both of mind > 


and body, and it is up to us Christian men 
and women to see that this is done within the 


laws of God lest in our desire to achieve mate- _ 


rial order we forget the equally important 
moral order and see verified the judgment 
of St. Augustine of Hippo, that great Father 
of the Christian Church: ‘They run well, but 


they have left the track. The ‘supthior shey 
run, the greater is their error, for they are 
going even farther from their course.’ ” 


A NEW HOSPITAL FOR ETHIOPIA 
Service at Westminster Abbey 


Princess Tsahai, one of the daughters of 
the Emperor of Ethiopia, trained as a nurse 
while in this country and was hoping to give 
her life to the welfare of her people through 
nursing service, and in particular to establish 
an important hospital at Addis Ababa. This 
intention was cut short by her tragic death, 
and it has been decided to complete the hos- 
pital as a memorial to her. British Church 
leaders have issued an appeal on behalf of 
the scheme. 


A crowded congregation filled Westminster 
Abbey on March 16th, when a special service 
was held in connection with the appeal. The 
Bishop of London (Dr. G. F. Fisher) was 
the preacher at the service. He took as his 
text Galatians 6, 10, and we print some ex- 
tracts from his sermon :— 


“Nine years ago, we in this country were 
watching with perplexity and shame the as- 
sault, base in its conception and hatefully 
eruel in its execution, which deprived 
Ethiopia of her freedom and of her indepen- 
dence. We watched with perplexity, because 
in this event we read the presage of greater 
- ills yet to come upon the world: we watched 
with shame, because we seemed impotent to 
check this wrong or to avert others that 
might follow. We could but watch in sym- 
pathy and sorrow the crucifixion of a people. 
Indeed, those greater ills have come and are 
not yet ended. But those who would preserve 
freedom upon earth and a Christian civilisa- 
tion have passed first from:impotence to stub- 
born defence, and then from defence to at- 
tack, and now press on towards that victory 
which by the grace of God we mean to 
achieve. And as we press on, we rejoice in 
the knowledge that Ethiopia, the first country 
to be a victim of the tyrannical system which 
we seek to overthrow, was the first country 
to be liberated and set free—and that by our 
own arms. Every Englishman rejoiced and 
felt more honest when in May, 1941, the Em- 
peter returned again to his people and to his 

rone.”’ 


In connection with the hospital the Bishop 
said: “Of the resources which modern know- 
ledge puts into our hands, not all are good— 
at least in the uses to which they are put. But 
there is one that is altogether good—Medical 
Science and all that it means for the allevia- 


remedy the ills which medical skill kno 


oy science we can give with both hands, © 


well enough how to remedy, and to lead the ~ 
assault upon tropical diseases still to be un-— 
derstood. We here are specially interested in) 
the Princess Tsahai Memorial Hospital.’ That ~ 
charming young princess dedicated her life to — 
this very thing. Here in this country she 
trained herself to be an efficient nurse: she 
returned to her country, when it was liber- © 
ated, ready and equipped in her own person ~ 
to lead a national movement for the creation — 
of a hospital system and health services 
there. The completion of this hospital is the ~ 
best immediate gift we can make to her coun- © 
try, and is the best memorial for all time to 
her devoted life.” 4 


references to Christianity in Ethiopia: “And — 
finally, let us remember that Ethiopia, though ~ 
cut off from the rest of Christendom, has ' 
been through the centuries a part of Chris- ‘ 
tendom. This is no time at which to trace ‘ 


the history of the Church of Ethiopia. It has — 4 


suffered indeed from its isolation; and not — 
without reason it rejected the few approaches — 
made to it from outside in the sixteenth and — 4 
seventeenth centuries. Yet it has preserved — a 
its heritage unimpaired; it exhibits still the © 
authentic Gospel of Jesus Christ and the ~ 
faith of His Church. It knows the fruits of — 
the Holy Spirit in piety and Christian char- — 
acter. How much help here, too, we should © 
give in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, not — 
indeed to destroy their antient traditions, nor © 
to introduce ours, but to assist them in a re- ~ 
birth of the Ethiopian Church to march with — 
and to fashion in Christ the future that — 
awaits the Ethiopian Empire.” ; 


Emperor’s Message 


The Emperor of /Ethiopia sent the follow- 
ing message to Canon J. A. Douglas, general 
secretary of the Church of England Council — 
on Foreign Relations, to be read at the service 
in Westminister Abbey: —_ 


“On the occasion of the services in com-. 
memoration of our dearly beloved daughter, — 
the Princess Tsahai, in the sacred walls of 
Westminster Abbey and in churches of the — 
United Kingdom we join in spirit with all — 
present. We are profoundly moved by the 
steadfast.devotion of the British people to the — 
cause of Ethiopia and to the memory of the — 
Princess, whose lifework we hope, with the A 
assistance and prayers of Christians ioe 2 
out the world, to bring to full fruition.” ete 


